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EE: 275 v ERY Reader will judge ac- 


4 cording to his own ſenſe of 


And, very often, views are 


found out for him, which were never in his 
thoughts, but the moſt diſtant from them 
imaginable. Nor is any Author, who con- 
cealeth his name, to expect that much re- 
gard ſhould be paid to the ſtrongeſt declara- 


tions concerning his real purpoſe. For, 


what credit is to be given to a perſon un- 
known ? All therefore that I can reaſonably 


Az deſire 


8 


things, concerning the views 
and intentions of his Author. 


- 
— bs -" 


— — 


the; Read e bs 1 Seea- 
Je tht: ee way imagine con- 


the real deſign of this paper, is to propoſe to 
the friends of d yu ſame difficulties, 


' which have grievou end my own mind, 
in a point which hath been n to be of 


A. impoytance, 141 ſyme candid hand 


ey may be removed; vr, ts procure more 
e anſwers to ſome objections, which 


after all that hath been ſaid to them, ſeem 


to retain ſome force; by which means the 
true intereſt of that religion may be pro- 


moted: This will 0 + ws een in hat 
judgment, into 
be brought. 


only intentions can 


It was ſpoken in MPS concerning our 


Saviour ; - He hath! bor ue "our grief, and 


carried our ſarraws :, He us nes for 
bur. £7 alt- Aan, He was bruiſed for, aur 


iniquit ties: The  chaſtiſemient off our peace 
Ws pan him, @nd.,qwuth bis 'ftripes wwe are 
healed : Wat the Lond: hath. laid upon lum 


the niguity of us all > That Meſpah | the 


Prince ſhould be cut eff and bring in an ever- 


laſting righteouſneſs +. with. ether things 10 


the ſame purpoſe. 


When Fahy the Baptiſt, bis glorious be | 
binger, appeared, He pointed him out as e 
Lamb of God, who Howl take away we 


e e my intentions, he, Will give himſelf 
id weigh the arguments laid before 
him, deliberately and . candor. And if 
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n of — Our Lord Bicafelf ſays, 
— He gion bis fe for the ſheep ; that the 
Gan of man came not to be miniſtered unto, 
but to miniſtor, and to groe"bis life a ranſors | 


; ang that bis blood das ſbed for the 
remiffion of an. And his àpoſtles ſpeak: the 
ſame language. . Scurbely for 4 righteous 


man vill one die e yet perudvemure for” a god 


wan, ſome would" eben dure 10 fie. But Gol 
commenderh his Love towards ut, in that while 

102 Were yet fimers Cbriſt died for us. e 
God bath ſet him forth to be -a"propitiation, 5 


through "faith in bit Boo; to declare his 
righteouſneſs,” for the remiſſion of fins that are 


faſt ——: rh He -might be juſt, and the 
Jufti far of" him, eule believeib in Pejus. That 


be bath given bi elf for us, an Mering and a 


fecrifice to God, for a fveet-ſmelling favour. 


That He (i. e. God) bath made bim, who 


knew no fin, to be fin for us; that we might 
be made the r1yhteouſneſs of God i in him. That 


he was ads. 4 "curſe for us; That he bare 
aur fins in his oum body on the tree; That he 


hath once ſuffered for fins, the jut for the un- 


ut, that be might bring us to God : And uſe 
many other expreſſions of the ſame kind, apply- 
bog to the death of Chriſt the phraſcology uſed 


in the Old Tefament concerning ſacrifices; 
which ſubject is very much enlarged upon in 
the epiſtle to the Hebrews, Now, to omit many 


things affected by divines, WhO have carried 
ne; matter of a proper ſatisfaction to the 


Juſtice 


juſtice, of, God very. high, de Katz bf the 


more moderate ſeemeth to be this, that the 
Wy ſufferings and death of Chriſt were properly 


penal, that, he really ſuffered for the fins. of 


ws anda. thife fuk. 


ſerings as ſatisfaction to juſtice, as an honour- 
able equivalent for the puniſhment which 


Hh ſinners deſerved; ſo x ge upon true repen- 
' tance they might be forgiven, conſiſtently 


with the honor. of the divine government, 


and] the ends. and purpoſes l — 


adminiſtration, .. 
But that we may judge rightly i in this 


matter, it will be requiſite to attend to ſome. 


Pee ow are Der true, and i 


: which. bear a — relation to the ſubject. 


It is obvious, that the moral ſtate and 


character, as that is denominated good or 


bad from the ſum of all paſt. ations, all de- 
ſires or diſpoſitions of mind, or which are 
actually preſent, is unalterable by any power 


| whatſoever... For what is paſt, cannot be 


recalled ; .and what hath been, or is, cannot 


be otherwile than it hath been, or is 3 for 
this! is abſolutely impoſſible. 


It will likewiſe be univerſally TOR 
ledged, that the intire ſcene of the life of 


every individual moral Agent, comprehend- 


ing all his actions and principles of action, 


all his diſpoſitions and defires, appears to the 
, omniſcient Being, as it really is. 


But 


1 


But we know "og 6 the righteous: Lord 


bveth righteouſneſs.” God is 2 and 


unchangeably righteous, and good, and 


pure; conſequently, Joveth 9 


and goodneſs and purity; and is diſpleaſ 
with all unrighteouſneſs of men. And as 
He is himſelf a Moral Agent, ſo: He acts 


the part of a Moral Governor; is attentive 
to the Conduct of every individual, as the 


ſubject of his Moral Kingdom, and accord» | 


ingly is affected towards him. What is 


good, as a perfect moral Agent, and moral 


Goyernor, he neceſſarily loves and approves z 


what is evil, he neceſſarily diſapproves, and 


is i diſpleaſed with It., 


From this it follows, that the divine W. 
and approbation, or diſapprobation and diſ- 


pleaſure, muſt follow men according to their 


real. moral character, and that only: it is 
neceſſarily determined by the moral ſtate of 
the individual. Nothing without a man can 
affect his ſtate in the leaſt with reſpect to 

the approbation and love of God. For as 
the object of theſe is moral worth and good- 


that nothing but moral worth and goodneſs 
can procure them. Nor can any thing but 


us the objects of divine diſpleaſure. 


be 


neſs, — that only; ſo it is ſelf-evident, 


immorality cut us off from them, or render b 


Hence, it is a plain inference, that if Y 
man's ſtate is changed with reſpe& to the 
favor or | diſplealure of his maker; it muſt | 


| . 
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be e a change in bis moral character 
only, Her wo hath been Wicked, and fo 
the obheck off divine difpledfure, cannot be 
put inte a iſtats of favor and . 
bur by becormifi gi Zood and worthy. No- 
ching * Kun poſſibly dd it. And re 
a man bath been good and *wortly ; but 
mould become Wicked, this muſt Ls 
him the object of divine difpleaſute, ad 
this only För the object of favor or dif- 
leaſure' being the real moral charactet, 
Which that ver or diſpleaſute are necefffrf = 
determited, there can be no change in a 
man's ſtate witk reſpeck to that favor or if 
pleaſure, but 3 is the effect of a change 
1 his charaQee, td el . 
There is Hot ay hate itt buen life 
Unvaineg: of perfect; yet forthe ate eminet py 
Food and worthy : and from thefe the high 
und meſt finiſhed chitaders of mankind, 
chere is a vaſt variety of degree in the moral 
worth of ihditidtals, down to Ness ack 
which be called good, as and 
worthy ret have really the afcendant': 
And, as this is the cafe, ſo the love and ap- 
probation” of the ſüpreme Being muſt be in 
Proportion''t6 the real worth of the xn 
individuals. And by parity of reaſon, 
there is a greut variety of degree in the Wirk. 
edneſs of thoſe, who, it general, may be called 
wicked; ot workers of inquity, becauſe bad 
diſpoſitions and affeRions Have the afcendant 
id * in 


Tad 


in them, and are productive of bad actions 


in their lives; ſo, the diſpleaſure of the 
Supreme Being towards the ſeveral indivi- 


duals, muſt be in proportion to the N 
of their wickedneſs. 


And as the moral ſtate and chin is 


unchangeable (that is, in the ſenſe men- 
tioned above ;) And the favor or diſpleaſure 
of God, towards the individual, muſt be 
according to it; no act of God, as a Judge, 
can poſſibly affect either, ſo as to alter it. 


No judicial act can make a character more 


or leſs 9 # than it really is, or alter the 
appearance o 


portioned to it. 

The ſentence which God will pronounce, 
at laſt, upon every. individual, is moſt natu- 
rally to be underſtood as the expreſſion of his 


favor or diſpleaſure towards men, according 


as their works have been. 
All communication of perſonal worth or 


merit is impoſlible : and indeed amounts to 


a contradiction in terms. God cannot ſee 
me to have the worth I have not, more than 
he can ſee me to be what I am not. I can 
no more have the worth of another perſon 


communicated to me, than I can have his cha- 
racer communicated to me, and he affected 


and act, as I am not affected, and do not act. 
Nor can I be beloved and approved by the 


Supreme Being, on account of the worth of 


: another perſon. For no man can be beloved 
B "of 


it in the divine eye, or the 
degree of favor or diſpleaſure which is pro- 


. ——-—x— — 


3 
. 1 T4 
= + God, Who i is. not in 19 the proper 1 
8 object of Loye. This is Plain ſrom the very 
idea of Love, which is 10 al ffection towards 
an object arifiog only from the diſcernec 
Fj beauty and amiableneſs of 125 object itſelf, 
Silt and which cannot poflibly be excited other- 
1 | wile. - 
il I can. 1 no notion of any conſtitut on, 
| of which God is the Author, in which hap- 1 
Ji paineſs to the individual ſhall not follow bis 
it favor and approbation: in which the 
perſon, whom God loves, hall be miſerable, 
[| and his exiſtence proye real. unhappineſs to 
him. On the contrary, the love and appro- 
bation of God, and a ſenſe of it upon the 
| mind,, are in their own nature lures of high 
=  : ht vineſs. And therefore, as the love of 
208 God, and his favor follow true worth in 
ll proportion to the degree of it, ſo happineſs 
| 1 mult follow the love and favor of God ; as 
| _ unhappinefs to the individgal muſt follow. his 


I diſpleaſure, 
| I Theſe principles appear to me to bee evi- 
| dieently juſt. If che reader ſhould haye a 


doubt concerning any of them, let him try 
how 'a propoſition directly contradictory to 
bl that of which he queſtiq ns the truth, will 
1 found, and probably he vill be convinced, | 
A But from theſe rinciples w we have a full | 
| anſwer to the moſt important of all i inqui- 
ries, namely, what will render us the objects 
of Gd 8 faycr and rpg ? And ben, 
EL, 1 em 


0 


them, likewiſe it evidently follows, that no 
| ſacrifice whatſecver, or by whomfocver of- 


fered, can have any immediate influence. or 


cauſality in putting us into a ſtate of favor. 


and approbation with God. 
I would only farther obſerve to the Rel 


: des: that I hn all along taken the Love 
and Favor of God, in the ſtrict and proper 
ſenſe, as individual moral Agents are the 
objects of it. There is a deſire of the Father 
of all, to > the works: of his hand ; there! is a 


3 


— 3 to cheir moral eee ; 


but the means of grace and ſalvation are 


afforded to all. This may in a large ſenſe 


be. called Love ; but is. quite different from 
that favor and approbation of God as a mo- 
ral Gevernor, of Which aha I have been 


UTR 


But let us now v proceed to conſider the : 


ſubject in another light, 
od, as the Governor of the world, hath 


given laws to his creatures, and enforced 
them with proper ſanctions of rewards and 
puniſhments. The perſon, who breaks his 
Law, becomes ee to his Juſtice. 
And, it hath been ſaid, that to ſerve the 
ends and purpoſes of a moral adminiſtration, 
it is neceflary that puniſhment ſhould be in- 
flicted: 1 Juſtice demands this, and that 
 #Þ there- 


1 


n without ſhedding of blood there 1% 


no remiſſion. The following obſervations 


may perhaps contribute to our W d pi 


this matter atight. 


It is not poſſible to blot out of the min 
the ſenſe of merit and demerit. But, when 


we come to conſider, by what rule the mea- 
ſure of reward and puniſhment is to be ad- 


juſted, we ſeem to be utterly at a loſs, The 


mind here is without any fixed ſtandard; 
We are very ſenſible, that if one fin deſerves 


ſuch a particular meaſure of ſuffering, as pu- 


niſhment; a greater fin deſerves a greater 
meaſure. And if one good work is worthy 
of being rewarded with ſuch a meaſure of 
happineſs ; ; a work, which is far more excel- 


lent, deſerves to be rewarded with a greater 


- menluft. But what a virtuous action, as 
ſuch, deſerves; and what puniſhment a vi- 
cCious action, as ſuch, and abſolutely conſi- 
dered, (as they ſpeak 1 in the as 2 
we cannot ſay. 

But when it is cored, why. a good 
action ſhould be rewarded, and a ſinful one 


puniſhed ; the anſwer is ken from the fit- 


neſs of the thing, and the uſe of it, as a 
means of preventing vice and evil, of re- 
claiming the vitious, of ſtrengthening in 
men good diſpoſitions and reſolutions, and ſo 
of promoting the moral perfection and hap- 
pineſs of the creation of God. The fitneſs 


of | it evidently appeareth from theſe ends, 
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which are anſwered by it. And if we were 
to ſuppoſe, that no ſuch ends could be an- 


— by puniſhment, it would be hard to 
give a reaſon," Oy" it ſhould be inflicted 
at all. 

We Minty perceive, that ben we 95 a 


criminal action done, diſlike of it, and diſ- 
approbation do neceſſarily ariſe in good minds. 


Theſe prevent all deliberation, and ariſe na- 
turally and unavoidably from our very frame. 
But when it is in our power to puniſn, we 
are not, in the ſame manner, neceſſarily de- 
termined to inflict puniſhment. - And when 

we do it, if we act a right part, and which 


our deliberate thoughts will approve; we 


confider, in what manner, and in what 
meaſure, it will anſwer the beſt ends; and 


by theſe are determined. Hence it appears, 


that though diſlike and diſapprobation of a 

bad action are abſolutely neceſſary, yet pu- 
niſhment may not be ſo. 

The ſole reaſon, why a propitiatory ſa 
crifice, which ſhall be an honorable equiva- 

lent for the puniſhment 1 in ſtrict juſtice due to 
the ſins of mankind, is ſuppoſed to be ne- 


ceſſary, is, that God could not other wiſe, 
conſiſtently with juſtice and the honor of 


his moral government, receive ſinners into 


favor, however penitent, however reformed, 


For this reaſon, he gave his only begotten 


Son to be a Propitiation n the ling of the 


world, 


Wes 


5 
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Now, this evidently ſuppoſes it poſſible; | 

that juſtice may have a demand, which the: 

mamoſt ſincere repentance and reformation of 9 

ſtinners, though theſe certainly render them . 
the objects of divine favor and approbation, 
cannot ſatisfie. In other words, it ſuppoſtth, 

3 if poffible, that perſons, who are the objects 

3 of divine favor and approbation, ſhall. be 
obnoxious to his juſtice, and may periſh. 

For, were it not for the ſuppoſed demands | 
of juftice, no reaſon can be aſſigned, ' why 
happineſs ſhould not follow the: favor of \ 

Dod towards a fincere penitent, and his ap- 3 

= probation, - as well and fully, without an ex- 

piation as with it. If then an cxpiation is 

Xt | heceflary that happineſs may follow the favor 

aanad approbation of God, it is poſſible, that 

I _ perſons might be the objects of God's favot 

i and approbation, and yet be unhappy in fuf- 

| _ fering the ſtroke of his juſtice.” For there is 

| © - evidently no connection in nature between 

4 that repentance and reformation, which ren 

1 _ ders a penitent ſinner the object of divine 

| | favor, and the expiation of guile by a ſacri- 

| 


8 


— — — 


 fice quite independent of this repentance, 
and acknowledged to be quite out of the ſin- 


mers power. This appears to me a moſt in- 
=. ſaperable difficulty. Can it be demonſtrated, 
chat there is any thing in the nature of di- 
vine juſtice, which makes it neceſſary, that 
| miſery ſhould be inflicted upon a perſon, even 


| * that perſon as a moſt fincere peni 
B tent, 


111 
tent, is the object of divine favor? And if 
juſtice in God is only goodneſs, acting. under 


the direction of wiſdom, what is beſt for the 
ood of the creation, which is probably the 


cleareſt, as well as moſt honorable idea of 
it; can it be imagined, that wiſdom and 
goodneſs require the condemnation of per- 
ſons, who are the objects of God's favor? 
Another difficulty ariſes from the repre- 
kentatibhs of that ſeverity of jaſtice, which 
makes an expiation neceſſary. Some have 
taught that every fin deſerveth God's wrath 
and curſe, both in this world, and that 
which is to come; that, it is an bofaite evil, 
and requires a ſatisfaction of infinite value; 
and, that God could not pardon. any fin 
without a ſatisfaction. This is what men, 
who are in the higheſt ſcheme, have tau 


And as far as others go into the neceſſity of 


ſuch an expiation, they approach to it. 
Such a ſeverity ſhocks my imagination. 1 
cannot reconcile it to infinite Goodneſs, God 
hath, by his abſolute and ſovereign power, 


and without any agency of my own, placed 
me in a ſtate, in which Tam told, and I find | 


it fact, that I come ſhort of my duty in 


many inſtances, and offend dally; and that 
I never ſhall be able to maintain a perfect 


innocence, far leſs could I do it from the 
firſt beginnings of my moral agency. And 


yet, even for the unavoidable infirmities and 


fins of ſuch a ſtate, I am liable to the wrath 


and 
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and curſe of God . for ever; and cannot eſcape 


them, but by an expiation, which is not at 


all in my power. This one might dread 
from a malevolent Being; but is not to be 


„ SE. 


expected under the. adminiſtration of the 


original, eſſential, perfect, and | unchangeable | 
g Goodneſs, which Save birth to the univerſe, 
with an intention of communicating happi- 


neſs to the creatures in it. If I am told by 


way of anſwer, to this, that man was 
made upright, and capable of a perfect obe- 
dience to all the laws of God, but that this 


capacity was Joſt by our firſt: parents to them- 


3 elde and their poſterity ; that, from them 


a corrupted; nature is derived to all their 


poſterity, and that thus only they become 
impotent, and incapable of a — obedi- 
ence, ſo that the blame is not at all to be 
imputed to the divine adminiſtration,” The 
reply is ready, that it is juſt the fame thing 
to me, whether the Creator's ſovereign power 
hath placed, me in this ſtate as a deſcendant 
of Adam; or placed me in it, by an imme- 
diate creation of me out of the earth, For 


undoubtedly, I have as little agency in the 


| one Caſe, as in the other ; am equally paſſive 


in. both. And it would have been as fully 


_— with the goodneſs of my Maker, 
to have made me what ] originally am, out 
of the earth, as to make me what I am as a 
deſcendant. from Adam. 


Another 
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„ Abocher difficulty, which preſſeth this 
nde is this, that as merit or demerit can- 


not pofſibly be transferted from one perſon 
to another, ſo. «his puniſhment of ſin cannot 
be transferred, There can be no vice- 


gerency in this. For what is the puniſh- 
ment of fin? It is certainly either the natu- 
ral unhappy fruit of it, in the pains of an 


accuſing conſcience, and other miſerable and 


unavoidable effects; or in pains and penalties 
which are inflicted by the juſtice of Gcd, 


the immediate effects of his wrath and curſe, 
and ſuffered as ſuch, which giveth them the 


moſt grievous ſting. Now a perſon perfectly 
innocent, and who was infinitely pleaſing to 


God, could ſuffer nothing of this kind. 
Innocence may be put to grievous pain and 
ſuffering: but innocence can never be pu- 
niſhed, becauſe it cannot have this ſenſe of 
_ ſuffering, Perfect innocence can know no 


pains of conſcience, Perfe& innocence can 


have no apprehenſion of the wrath and diſ- 
pleaſure of God. And it is not too bold to 
lay, that whatever our Bleſſed Saviour en- 


dured, it muſt be of a kind infinitely dif- 


ferent from this, and no wiſe to be com- 
pared with it. Pains of body, and diſtreſs of 
mind, may riſe to a degree beyond all that 
we have any idea of; but be theſe diſtreſſes 


what they will, while a perſon is conſcious 


of perfect innocence, and of the unchange- 
5 able and d whats love of the Father to him, 


8. his 


1 
| 
| 
| 
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ks ſenſatlonz muſt be quite different from 
thoſe of a perſon, who knows that he ſuffers 


under the wrath and curfe of God: juſt 


different as the femſhtions of one who knows 


he is in a moſt happy ſtate, from thoſe of 
one who knows he is utterly wretched. Some 


Divines, who have been awate of this diffi- 
culty preffing their ſcheme, have endeavoured 


to remove it, by afferting things concerning 


the ſufferings and death of Chriſt, which are 
not only impoſſible, but which cannot be 
mentioned without horror. 
And after all which hath been ad! in de- 
fenee of it, it appeareth inconceivable, that 


the ends of a moral adminiftration ſhould 


be anſwered, by puniſhing an innocent perſon 


for the guilt of the wicked, It hath been 
. alleged, that our Lord did voluntarily offer 


Himiſelf to be dur ſubſtitate; that it was his 


on act and deed; that therefore there was 
no unrighteouſheſs towards him; while, at 
the ſame time, the ſeverity of the divine 


adininiftration "appeared moſt tremendons, 
"Bat this doth not ſatisfie. All was evidetitly 
by the appointment of the Father, _ h 


willingly ſubmitted to by the Son. He 


„ ame down from heaven not to do his 


„ gown will, but the will of him, who ſent 
. Him. I hive: glorified thee on the earth: 


1 hive finiſhed the work, which thou 
* ga vet me to do. God fo loved the world, 
- . he woe! his only * Son, 8 
cc ” - 


Frag W 


„ EP I9 1 

K whoſoever believeth in him, could het 
« periſh, but have everlaſting life,” - No 

man will fay, . that the Father had no 


thoughts of grace or mercy to the children 


of men, till the interpoſition of the Son 
procured them. For this interpoſition of the 


Son, and all which hath followed upon it, is 
the effect of the original goodneſs of the 


Father, and of the counſels of his grace: 


and ſo the matter is conſtantly repreſented in 
the holy ſcriptures. Now, that the Father 
ſhould inflict upon the Son the puniſhment 
due to finners, and that the guilty ſhould 
| eſcape, appears not to be a method of an- 

ſwering the ends of government, but of erad- 


ing them. _ 
Let us ſuppoſe it a thing noſſible (as it 


plainly was, if the matter was intirely volun- 
tary, and he was under no moral obligation) 
7 Jeſus Chriſt ſhould not have been wil- 
ling to become our ſubſtitute, or ſurety, in 
this amazing and moſt important of all af- - 


fairs. In that caſe, no man can ſay, that it 


would have been equitable, or that the ends 
of a moral adminiſtration would have been 


anſwered, by inflicting this puniſhment upon 
him. And if ſo, how could his willing 


- ſubmiſſion to the F ather alter the caſe, with 
reſpect to the ends of government? It will 
be confeſſed, that the Father's giving him 


up without a willing compliance could not 


have anſwered theſe ends. And doth a 
volun- 
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voluntary ſubmiſſion to the Father's will ſo 


alter the caſe, as to anſwer them? It was 


the Father's appointment; and the Son's 


ſubmitting, or not ſubmitting, doth not AK 
ter the matter, with reſpect to the purpoſeg:of 


moral government. Let us hear himfelf in 


the very criſis of this affair; O my Fa- 
* ther, if it be poſſible, let this eup paſs 


Wo from me: - nevertheleſs, not as 1 will, 


* but as thou wilt.“ Andagain, O my 
Father, if this cup may not paſs' away 


from me, except I drink it, thy will be 
Fe done. Theſe words are is plain, as to 


need no commentary, Here was a moſt 
pleafing ſubmiſſion to the will of the Fa- 


ther, notwithſtanding all the reluctancies of 
nature, But here was certainly an appoint- 
ment of the Father, to which this ſubmiſſion 
was yielded: upon which appointment all 
relied, So the difficulty ſtill remains, how 
it can anſwer the ends of a moral admini- 
tration to lay the puniſhment, which a ſin- 
ner hath deſerved, upon the innocent. 


But having mentioned the relation of the 


death of Chriſt, conſidered as a ſatisfaction 


to the juſtice of God, to the ends of govern- 


ment: I would farther obſerve, that as great 


ſtreſs is laid upon this, as what above all 


other events anſwers theſe ends, and hath 
bhe greateſt poſlible tendency to beget, in the 
minds of the ſubjeas, dreadful apprehenſions 
of ſin, as an infinite evil, ihe atmoſt fear of 
offend- : 
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offending, the moſt earneſt endeavors to 


avoid whatever may expoſe men to the ſe- 
verity of divine juſtice, and the moſt engag- 


ing ſentiments of the love and goodneſs of 


God; I fay, as great ſtreſs is laid upon it, 
ſo one would expect, that a matter of ſuch 


importance in the divine Oeconomy, of ſuch 
importance to every individual ſubject, and 


| which is intended to make the deepeſt im- 
preſſions upon every heart, ſhould be ſo plain 
and level to every capacity, that no man 
could be at any loſs in receiving it as truth; 
that there ſhould not be the leaſt difficulty 


attending it; nothing to obſtruct the embrac- 
ing of it in the moſt cordial manner. Bat 
when we find it is not ſo ; but that the opi- 


nion is involved in very great difficulties, and 


ſuch as the minds of many cannot get over, 
it is a ſtrong preſumption, that the ends of 

government are not ſo much concerned in it, 
and that it cannot be of ſo much moment in 
the kingdom of God, ON ATT Re REAP 


Add to this another important inquiry, 


namely, what is the fruit and effect of this 
ſatisfaction, which our Bleſſed Saviour gave 
to the juſtice of God for the ſins of the 


world? Is it an indemnity to the world? 


No man ſays this. Vet if juſtice had ful! 
ſatisfaction, in the ſufferings and death of 


Jeſus Chriſt, for the ſins of the world, it is 

what I ſhould have expected. For, ſurely, 

if words have any meaning, where juſtice is 
ee ; fully 


[ 22] 


fully ſatisfied for a criminal, no more . 
ment is to be apprehended from A Fn 
judge. And when we. ſpeak. of juſtice and 


law, and of pains and penalties, I can eaſily 
canceive a mere indemnity procured from 


theſe, where the pardoned criminal (par, 
doned, I mean ſo far as a mere indemnity | 
us is not received into favor and love, 


ut even ſuch an indemnity to the world is 


not pretended to be the effect of our Saviour's 
ſufferings. All that is pleaded, is, that men, 
upon true repentance towards God, and 


faith in Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be pardoned, 


And by this pardon is not meant a ſtate of 
mere indemnity, but taking men into the 
favor and love of Gad. Now, it hath been 
ſhewn, that our Saviaur's offering himſelf a 
ſacrifice can have no immediate influence at 


all upon putting men inte a ſtate of favor 


with God. All that is left, then, to be the 


fruit of it, is a mere indemnity. And as 


this is never meant by pardon in ſcripture, 


ſo it is an advantage, which the impenitent 
world doth not receive, Juſtice (at leaſt, as 
molt Divines teach) is ſatisfied for all; and 


yet all who are impenitent, muſt ſatisfie 
juſtice perſonally in their own ſufferings, Is 
this an adminiſtratian worthy of Gad? 


How can juſtice have received a full ſatiſ- 


5 faction, and yet ſatisfaction is to be made 
again, as if there had been no ſatisfaction 
at all? And as to thoſe, who by faith and 


obedience 


1 ”* 
obgdierice are prepared for receiving pardon, 
if their; offences have been fully ſatisfied for, 
and a puniſhment every way equal to them 
actually borne, in what ſenſe.can this pardon | 
be laid to be free 3 ? To them, indeed, it is 
free, but on the part. of the Father, conſi- 
dered as a moral Governor, it can in no 
ſenſe be ſaid to be ſo. Nothin is given 
1 where the full price is ph 

Loet it be added, that to plain i Rente it hath 


a ſtrange. appearance, that a perſon ſhall be 


put into a Rate of ſuffering properly penal, 
and dreadfully fo, which ſhall iſſae in an ad- 
vancement to . very higheſt dignity, glory | 


and happineſs, in the creation of God, He 
' ſhall have the-puniſhment of a guilty _ 


laid upon him, and this ſhall be the means 


of his being exalted beyond all expreſſion, 


beyond all imagination! Hath this in reality 


the nature of puniſhment? 


After all, could it be proved that 1 18 


any thing in the divine nature, or in the 


thing itſelf, any expediency amounting to a 
moral neceſſity, which ſhould render it unfit 


or impoſſible for God to forgive any, even 
the leaſt fin, upon ſincere repentance, with- 

out ſuch a ſatisfaction, all that bath been 
aid, muſt be given up, But I really deſpair 


'of ſeeing that proved. 
Thus I have given a plain and candid. ac- 


Count of the difficulties which have preſſed 
my own mind with reſpect to this great 


Point, : 


in the Old Teſtament with re 
_ facrifices is, in the New, applied to the ſuf- 
ferings and death of our Saviour. Bat as 
expiatory ſacrifices are appointed in the Old 
Teſtament, ſo they are introduced without 
any particular and profeſſed explanation of the 
deſign of them, but indeed, rather as what 
the Ijractites had been before acquainted 
with. And we ſee that there muſt be a great 
latitude allowed, in the interpretation of the 
phraſes uſed concerning them. When any 
perſon had ſinned through ignorance, or was 
guilty in ſuch fort that the law admitted an 
expiation, he brought his ſin-offering to the 
prieſt, and laid his hand on the head of it; 
then the victim was killed, and the blood, 
by which the attonement was made, pu ut, 


3 t 24 1 
point, and without uſing any words, but 
what ſeemed neceſſary to _—_— to the rea- 


der my meaning. 
But is not this vicarious puniſhment Naur 


declared in the paſſages of ſcripture above- 


mentioned? . I anſwer, if theſe paſſages are 
taken in a ſtrictly proper and literal ſenſe, it 
is certainly ſo. But the ſenſe in which they 


are to be taken, is a matter which will admit 


of debate. We ſee that the ph hraſeology uſed 
pect to expiatory 


ſome of it upon the horns of the altar, and 
the reſt poured out at the bottom of it. 


Upon ſome particular occaſions, the blood of 
the ſin- offering was ſprinkled before the veil, 
| and put upon the horns of the altar of ſweet 


incenſe, 


” 7. - © 


incenſe, and ſq the pardon of the penitent 


judicious authors haye obſerved, may be con- 


5 fidered as a kind -of lan uage. Here was a 
ſolemn confeſſion of fiv, and likewiſe of 


what it deſerved : and an offering to be 
made by the tranſgreſſor before his pardon 
was declared by the prieſt, who had autho- 
' rity to do it. But we find that fin-offerings 
were to be made in caſes where men were 


_ unfortunate, indeed, but might be perfectly 
innocent; as in the caſe of the leprofie, and 
many ceremonial impurities, which were 


quite unavoidable ; and, where to ſpeak. of a 


that word is taken, would be quite abſurd. 
Nay, we read of cleanſing houſes by the 
ſprinkling of the blood of birds upon them, 


and of making attanement for them. 


the day of the yearly expiation, a moſt ſo- 
lemn day with the Jews, the ſcape-goat, 
upon which the prieſt was to put his hand, 


and to confeſs over it all the iniquities of the 


children of J/rael, and all their fins, and to 

put them upon the head of the goat, was 
not ſlain at all, but let go into the wilder- 
nefs, and is faid to carry all their iniquities 


into a land not inhabited. What can this 


be, but an emblem of ſolemn repentance on 


the part of the people, and of pardon on 
God's part? We cannot very certainly know 
5 Sad - how. 


Farther, it is worthy of notice, that on 
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how the Jeu underſtood theſe things. 


But we know very well, their fins were not 


put upon the head of the goat, nor did the 
goat carry them away. And it cannot be 
imagined, that any underſtanding Few could 
think it did. But we may evidently ſee the 
expreſſions ate to be taken, not in a ſtrict 
and literal ſenſe, but in a great latitude, T 


do not care to detain the reader with more 


inſtances for the illuſtration of this, though 
ſeveral might be given, and which will rea- 


dily offer themſelves to the thoughts of per- 


ſons who are converſant 1 in theſe matters. 


All that I infer, is, that ſuch phraſes 
might be uſed by the ſacred writers of the 

New 7. eftament, which were never intended 
to be taken in the ſtricteſt "ſenſe. And this 


naturally leads us to confider, whether what 


we know concerning the ſafferings and death 
of our bleſſed Lord, without going into any 
thing ſhocking to reaſon, may not be under- 
ſtood to be ſignified by ſuch expreſſions, 
and to come up to the real Br * 
555 them. We 


As to the fact, that PRO ſon of God i in 


fleſh ſuffered the painful and infamous death 
of the croſs; that he had inexpreſſible agony 
in his mind at the very apprehenſion of it; 


that he was in ſuch a ſtate when on the croſs 


as to cry, „ My God, my God, why baſt thou' 
forſaken me?” That notwithſtanding his 


perfect innocence and purity, his conſciouſ- 
neſs 
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neſs that he was the object of the Father's 
greateſt and unchangeable love: his full aſ- 
ſurance that his ſufferings ſhould end in the 
higheſt poſſible advancement and glory; not- 
withſlaoding the unſpeakable greatneſs and 


firmneſs of his mind, the important ſtation 


he held, and the matchleſs ſervice he was 
performing in the creation of God, he ſuf- 
fered ſuch diſtreſs, is what all are agreed! in, 
” who believe the hiſtory of the Bible. 


It is likewiſe perfectly plain, that the cor- 


ruption and guilt of the world was the ſole 


_ occaſion of the incarnation, ſufferings, and 
death of the Redeemer, and of the whole 
aſtoniſhing plan of the kingdom of Meſſiah, 


the kingdom of grace. 


Nor. will any believer doubt, that the 


* "tis of our Bleſſed Saviour, even to 
the death of the croſs, was the event of all 
which ever did, or ever ſhall, come to paſs 


in the whole courſe of divine providence, 
moſt pleaſing to the Father. He offered 
himſelf without ſpot to God, an offering and 


ſacrifice of a ſweet ſmelling ſaver. ” And no 


ſacrifice ever was, or can be like it. 
| In purſuance of this he was advanced to 


be the head of the church, and of the admi- 
niſtration of the grace of God ; was inveſted 


with authority to forgive fin, and to confer 


all thoſe favors and bleſſings, which the 
ſubjects of his kingdom enjoy, and particu- 
kl to open the glorious proſpect of immor- 


D 2 = ality, 


Wo! 


 Ought not Chriſt to have 


and to enter into his glory? For the ſuffering 
of death,” be ' was crowned with glory and 


| f is | | 
tality, aſſuring his ſervants; that in' him a 
ſhould have eternal life. I fay, it was in 
purſuance of his ſufferings and death, whiat 
the wiſdom of the divine counſels for excel- 


lent purpoſes appointed, and ſo made neceſs 


ſary, he was thus e $6 that really 
the declared remifiion of fin upon the terms 
of repentance, all the gifts of the holy ſpi- 
rit, and all other advantages and privileges 


which we enjoy, may be eofſidered as fruits 
and effrets of the ſufferings and death of our 
Saviour. For Whatever we enjoy under the 


adminiſtration of Mefliah's kingdom, is cer= 
tainly the fruit of that ſacriſice of himſelf, 
which according to the counſels of God, 
was the foundation of it, and upon Which 


the whole wondrous ſtructure reſts, Be- 
cauſe he bumbled himſelf, and became obe- 


dient unto. death, even the death of the croſs ; 
therefore God 4% hath highly exalted him. 
Kere theſe thi ngs, 


_—__—_ 


honor.” 5 In this me it pleaſed God the 


Father to diſpenſe bis | grace but, particu- 
larly, the remiſſion of ſin, which Chriſt, as 


aſon, declareth i in his own houſe. Be it 


brown "unto yu, men and brethren, . that 


through this man 75 preached. unto you, 


the forgiveneſs of us: and by him all that 
believe are all juſtiſiad from all things, from 


hich ye coula nor be den by the law af 


Moles,” | 


[29] 
Moſes.” There were preſumptuous fas, 
for which the Law of Moſes allowed no ex- 


piation, nor any hope of pardon: but par- 


don is declared to all true penitents by our 
Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, In a word, in purſu- 
ance of our Savigur's offering himſelf a ſa- 
crifice according to the counſels of the Father, 


he hath received authority to forgive ſin, to 
aſſure us of eternal life, and to confer all 


thoſe gifts of divine favor and grace, which 


ate neceſſary to ſerve the purpoſes of our ſal- 


vation. To aſk, why the Father choſe to 


diſpenſe his favor and grace to the children 
of men in this method, is, perhaps, an in- 
quiry too high for us. We may reſt aſſured, 


that it became him, for whom are all 
things, and by whom are all things, in 


| bringing many ſons unto glory, to make 
the captain of their ſalvation perfect through 
ſufferings.” Though we cannot aſſign all 
the reaſons, ſome of them we can very 
plainly diſcern, Nothing could ſet the 


importance of mankind, and their happineſs 
in the divine eſtimation, in ſuch a ſtrong 
and affecting light, as the incarnation, ſuf- 


 ferings, and death of the fon of God, and 
the glorious kingdom with which he is in- 
veſted, Nothing can give us ſuch elevated 


_ ſentiments of our future glory, as our being 

taught, that we ſhall be where Chriſt is 
that we ſhall have communion with him in 
phappineſs, fo far as we are capable; that his 
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ſervants are Point bels with him in the king- 


dom; that they ſhall enter into his joy; 


that it is his will, they ſhould be where ke 


is, and behold his glory. Again, we ſee 
that the higheſt honor is done to a ſuffering 
ſtate by our Saviour; and that the perſon, 


in the whole univerſe, moſt beloved of God, 

and in the higheſt Ad happieſt ſtation was, 
in his external appearances and lot, moſt un- 
fortunate ; which is the moſt convincing and 


affecting confutation of the wiſdom of this 
world, and of all the ſentiments of the ſpi- 


rit of it. We have, likewiſe, the nobleſt ; 
pattern of obedience, and of patience and re- 


ſignation in ſuffering, ſet before us. We have 
a moſt glorious ſeat to the truth of the goſpel. 
And we ſee death triumphed over by a re- 
ſurrection to glory and immortality, Final- 
ly, by the offering of our Saviour once for 
all, we have an end for ever put to all 
1 thoſe vain ſacrifices, which could not take 


away ſin. 
Theſe i important nk of this n dic. 


penſation we can diſcern, But there may 
be ends anſwered by it, which are beyond 
our conception at preſent. And we may 


reſt in this, that the method which the wiſ- 
dom of God hath taken, amongſt many 


bother methods; which, for ought we know, 


or the holy ſcriptures bave declared, might 


have been taken, for diſpenſing his grace to 


the wor! id, is ee the beſt: and 
Ut | that . 


31) 


that the purpoſe for which it is taken 1 is of 
* tance proportionable to it. 

But if, in truth, the derdracy * cor- 
iptiorl of mankind were the ſole original 
oobnſion and cauſe of this aſtoniſhing train of 
events, the incarnation, ſufferings, and death 


of the Son of God; if his offering himſelf a 
facrifice- to ſerve the moſt important ends, 


was thus, above all other events, pleaſing to 
the Father; if in purſuance of this, as a moſt 
eſſential part of the great plan, he was ins 


veſted with authority to forgive ſin, and 
confer upon us all the privileges and ad- 
vantages we enjoy under his adminiſtra- 


tion; if this, I lay, be a juſt, repreſenta- 


tion of the caſe, 'we may find in it a 


very important meaning to the expreſſions 
of the | New Teſflament, concerning the ſuf- 
ferings and death of Chriſt as a ſacrifice for 
fin, eſpecially conſidering the latitude, in 
which, it is evident, theſe expreſſions were 
intended to be, and in ſome paſſages evidently 
muff be, taken; This hath been obſerved 
already. But the Reader, who wants to be 
fully inſtructed in it, may conſult» Mr. Tay- 
boy's commentary upon the Romans, a book 
written with a noble deſign, and which is 
executed With ug OE . a 
ſuooeſs. 
But, to enter into chis argument a little 
more e ; may not our Saviour be 


r the Lamb of God, the — Fol 
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which taketh' away the In of the world,” fees 
ing his ſufferiogs and death were really cauſed 
1 our fins, and in putſuance of theſe ſuf- 
ferings a full remiſſion is declared? Did he 
not die for us? Die that we might live 3 that 
the glorious diſpenſation might de intro- 
duced, in which eternal life is inſured to his 
ſervants; May it nat be ſaid, in a very in- 
telligible ſenſe, that he was bruiſed; for our 
tranigreſſors, that he was wounded. fot our 

fins, nay, that he bore our ſins in his own 
dody, in as much as the corruption and ſins 
of the world were the ſole occaſion of this 
amazing event, which was the great and 
eſſential ſtep appointed by the wiſdom of 
God to the declared remiſſion of them * 

He ſuffered for them, and by ſuffering 

bort them away. In the ſame ſenſe, 5 
Bach noas grolen for us, bis blood was ſhed for 

ni tun of fin, and be gave his life a ran 

ſom for many. | Then they were, indeed, 
ranſomed, nar the foundations were laid 
for the kingdom of grace, undet which they 
ate abſolved from — Is it at all impro- 
per, that our Saviour s offering bimſelf ould 

de conſidered as the great prmpitiation, by 
which an end is put to all ſacrifices,  ſreing 
by this channel, mercy and peace flow to 

mankind, Is it not an honor, of which tha 

Saviour is worthy, that in purſuance of his 
offering himſelf a ſacrifice, the power of 
: ng and conferring. al * of di- 


vine 


_ L881 1 
vine grace, ſhould be conferred upon him? 
& All power is given unto. me in Heaven, 
100 

It ought to be obſerved here, that we ſee 
the great plan of Meſiab's kingdom running 
through the whole ſcriptures of the Old and 
New Teſtament. It is the ſubject of very 
many prophecies, and introduced by a long 
train of moſt extraordinary, and ſome of 
them miraculous events and interpoſitions of 
_ providence. The ſufferings and death of our 
Saviour were the moſt effential part of this 
plan, and it becomes his diſciples ever to con- 
fider it as the moſt important of all events. 
So it certainly may be conſidered without 
going into any of thoſe ſentiments concern- 
ing it, which occaſion the difficulties already 
mentioned, and which, after much ſerious 


inquiry and deliberation, appear to me unſur- | 


mountable, The. believing mind will have 
the fame honor for the Redeemer, will be as 
much ſenſible of the obligations we are under to 
him, and prepared to aſcribe to Him the privi- 
leges and advantages we enjoy under his king- 
dom, as much, as if he had, by his death, 
given a real and proper ſatisfaction for ſin, 
and bore the puniſhment of it. For the ad- 
vantages are as great to us, and the love of 
our Saviour muſt be conſidered as being as 
great, in whatever particular light his ſuffer- 
ings and death are conſidered. Whether he 
ſuffered and died as a proper propitiation 


or hot, and as bearing the puniſhmienit of out 
fins or not, his ſufferings and death, his love 
to us, the privileges and advantages we en- 
joy, and the honor put upon him, are all 
the ſame, The light, in which I have en- 
deavoured to ſet this whole matter, maketh 
not the leaſt difference in any of theſe things. 
But by it we avoid ſome notions, which 
occaſion very great difficulty, and give a han- 
dle to the adverſarles of the Chriſtian faith, 
df which they have made great uſe. EY 
Notions they ate, not at all favoured by 
the doctrine of our Saviour and his Apoſtles, 
concerning the terms of our acceptance with 
God. No man, who reads our Lord's dif- 
courſes, as they are recorded in the New 
Teſtament, with attention, but muſt ſee, 
that true rectitude of ſpirit, and fincere o be- 
dience of life, are declared by him neceſſary 
for our acceptance, And that nothing can 
be ſubſtituted in the room of this, which 
will anſwer the end. No one but muſt ſee, 
that the tendency of his whole doctrine is to 
| rivet this in the minds of men, and to con- 
vince them, that their being admitted into 
the kingdom of heaven is ſuſpended upon 
true holineſs. In ſome remarkable parables, 
where he repreſents his future procedure in 
the day of judgment, as well as in other 
places, where he profeſſedly fixes the terms 
of our acceptance, he ſpeaks this language 
in the ſtrongeſt manner, and puts it beyond 
„ % 7 


Fl 


ing mercy and grace, and of the redemption 
which is in Chriſt, ſpeak in the ſame ſtrain 


with their Lord, and aſſure us in the plaineſt 


terms, that we ſhall be judged according to 


our works; that every man ſhall receive 


according to his deeds, whether they have 


been good or evil; that the unrighteous ſhall | 


not inherit the kingdom of God ; that it is 
by a patient continuance in well-doing we 


are to. ſeek after glory, honor, and immor- 
tality; and that to them, who do not obey 


the truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs, indig- 
nation and wrath are in reſerve.” This is 


not the language of men, who thought that 


any thing could be ſubſtituted in the room of 
true holineſs, which would avail for our ac- 


ceptance with God. But I ſhall not farther 


inſiſt upon this; for all, who are acquainted 
with the holy ſcriptures, muſt be perfectly 
ſatisfied about it. „„ LEES 


Thus I have written, conſtrained by the 
_ evidences of Truth. Once excedingly zea- 


lous for the opinions I have been now argu- 
ing, againſt, and perſuaded of the utmoſt im- 


portance of them, In conſequence of which 

I have found a reluctancy againſt parting 

with them, which nothing, but the appear- 
ances of truth to my mind, could have over- 


come. But as I am at preſent convinced in 


my 


| queſtion, that all men ſhall receive accord», 
ing to their works. And his Apoſtles, how- 
ee.uver full of a ſenſe of the riches of pardan- 
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my judgment, that I was wrong, ſo I have 
fairly repreſented the arguments, by which I 
have been convinced. And if any candid 
perſon will deign to anſwer this ſhort paper, 
and overthrow theſe arguments, ſo that I find 
myſelf obliged to return to my former way 
of thinking, I ſhall ill be ſatisfied, and pub- 
liſh my grateful acknowledgments to the Au- 
thor, having nothing in view, but Truth. 


It he doth not give a fatisfactory SR 
2 — defend this paper in the beſt manner 1 


But if any ſhall think fit, inſtead of 
ettering candidly into the argument, to raiſe | 
loud cries of hereſie, and of attempts to over- 
throw the religion of Chriſt altogether, I 
ſhall be content to enjoy in filence the fince- 
rity of my own intentions, which, though | 


it cannot be known to others, is well known = 


to myſelf, 1 Ft 38 
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